City of Santa Rosa Historical Perspective of Wildfire Compared to Current Residential Growth in “Very High Fire Hazard Severity Areas”
"In the middle of a hot, dry spell in September 1964, what started out as a small fire on Mount St. Helena in Napa County abruptly shifted course in high winds and shot like a rocket down the steep hillside past Calistoga and toward the heart of Santa Rosa. Called the Hanly Fire, it scorched more than 50,000 acres and destroyed more than 100 homes.

Nearly 40 years later, such a fire storm would be far more catastrophic because of the expensive, hilltop homes now dotting the fire prone landscapes of Eastern Santa Rosa.

More than 24,000 people in Sonoma County live in areas designated by the State Department of Forestry to be the most dangerous due to steep terrain, abundance of fire fuels and seasonally dry conditions. The spots include the Fitch Mountain area of Healdsburg, the outskirts of southern Petaluma and four large pockets of Santa Rosa, all on the east side." (The Press Democrat, November 3, 2003)

	The state defines four major areas of Santa Rosa as “very high fire hazard severity zones.” One of the worst areas, as far as total number of homes and population density, is the Fountain Grove area. (See chart at right). In the year 2005, the population of Fountain Grove alone, is projected to be approximately equal to 10,600 souls. 

One can easily recognize that where there are people there will be fire. One can also foresee the need for aggressive vegetation management, evacuation planning, defensible space education and a conscientious effort to promote wildfire prevention projects and fire breaks throughout these target areas.
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